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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 April 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.2.4.5 and 31-43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^3 Claim(s) 12,4,5 and 31-43 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

J \0)M The drawing(s) filed on 14 January 2002 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Invention 1 (claims 1-5) in the reply filed 
on 6 April 2006 is acknowledged. 

Furthermore, Applicant's cancellation of claims 3, 6-30 and amendment to claims 
1 , 4 and 5, and addition of new claims 31 -43 for examination in the reply filed on 6 April 
2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Mordowitz et al (US00601 1794A). 

Regarding claims 1,4, and 34, Mordowitz discloses a system (Fig. 1) for 
transmitting 16, 24 and receiving 16, 24 voice messages from a caller to a receiver (see 
Fig. 1 , which illustrates a caller (say 16 in NY) to another caller or receiver 24 (say in 
London) which transmit and receive voice messages via the internet 14, see col 3 lines 
1-10.), said system comprising: 
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a first access device 10 (Fig.1), said first access device being coupled to a 
network 14 and to a first telecommunication medium (line between 10 and 16), (Fig. 1, 
illustrates access devices 1 0, 20 at either ends of the network system coupled via the 
internet 14 and both access devices connected to analog phones 16, 24 respectively via 
the phone lines.); 

wherein said first access device 10 (fig. 1) includes a voice conversion device 34 
(Fig. 2) for converting a voice signal received from a first voice device 16 into digital 
data (see Figs. 1 and 2, access devices 10, 20 have a codec 34 for converting voice 
into digital data and vice versa, see col 2 lines 36-41, col 3 lines 32-35.); and 

wherein said first access device 10 (Fig. 1) includes a transmission device 40 
(Fig. 2) for transmission of said digital data through said network 14 (see Fig. 2, the 
access devices 10, 20 include transmission and receiving device 40 for transmission of 
digital data converted by the codec 34 to the network 14, see col 3 lines 33-49.). 

Further with respect to claim 34, Mordowitz discloses a storage device 32, 33 
(Fig. 2) for storing digital data and retrieving device 30 for retrieving and delivery of 
digital data to voice devices 16 and 24 as appropriate (see col 3 lines 25-33, 60-64, col 
6 lines 19-24.) 

Regarding claims 2, 35, and 38, Mordowitz discloses the network as the Internet 
(see Fig. 1, ISP 11 connected to internet via line 14, see col 1 line 54 - col 2 line 3.). 

Regarding claims 5, 31 , and 36, Mordowitz discloses said first voice device 16 is 
a telephone and said first telecommunication medium is a telephone line (see Fig. 1, 
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voice devices 16, 24 connected with telephone lines to access devices 10, 20 (see col 3 
lines 1-18.). 

Regarding claim 32, Mordowitz discloses a second access device 20 (Fig. 1), 
said second access device being coupled to network 14 and to a second 
telecommunication medium (line between 20 and 24), wherein said second access 
device 20 includes a receiving device 40 (Fig. 2) for receiving digital data from said 
network 14, and wherein said second access device includes a storage device 32, 33 
for storing said digital data, (see Figs. 1 and 2, a second access device (say 20) is 
coupled to the network 14 which has telephone line between telephone 24 and 20. The 
access device 20 includes a receiving device 40 for receiving incoming digital data and 
a storage device 32, 33 for storing of digital data, see col 3 lines 1-49, 60-64, col 6 lines 
19-24.). 

Regarding claim 33, Mordowitz discloses second access device 20 (Fig. 1) 
includes a retrieving device 30 (Fig. 2) for retrieving digital data from storage device 32 
for delivery to a second voice device 24 (Fig. 1) through said second 
telecommunication medium (connection line between 20 and 24), (An access device 
10, 20 stores incoming digital data within the DRAM 32 for retrieval and delivery via the 
control processor 30 to an voice devices 16, 24. The codec 34 converts the digital 
data to analog for analog phones 16, 24 as appropriate, see col 3 lines 25-49.). 
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Regarding claim 37, Mordowitz discloses a second access device 20 (fig. 1), said 
second access device being coupled to network 14 and to a second 
telecommunication medium (line between 20 and 24), wherein said second access 
device 20 includes a voice conversion device 34 (Fig. 2) for converting a voice signal 
received from a second voice device 24 into digital data; and wherein said second 
access 20 device includes a transmission device 40 for transmission of said digital data 
through said network (see Figs. 1 and 2, col 2 lines 25-41, col 3 lines 33-49, the 
second access device 20 coupled to internet 14 includes a D/A converter 34 for 
converting voice signals into digital data and vice versa and which is transmitted via the 
modem transmitter 40 through the network 14.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mordowitz et al (US00601 1794A) in view of Johnson et al (US005155760A). 

Regarding claims 39 and 40, Mordowitz discloses a method for transmitting and 
receiving voice messages between caller/receivers 16 and 24 (Fig. 1), (see Fig. 1, col 3 
lines 1-49, A caller 16 (in NY) is connected to another caller 24 (in London) for 
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transmission and reception of voice messages via the internet 14), said method 
comprising: 

-receiving a digital signal representing a converted voice signal from a network 
14 (Fig. 1) by access devices 10, 20 as appropriate (see Fig. 1 , the access devices 10, 
20 receive a digital signal via the network 14, see col 3 lines 1-18.); 

Mordowitz discloses a codec converter 34 (Fig. 2) in the respective ITAs 10 and 
20, for converting of digital to analog and vice-versa of signals, however, Mordowitz fails 
to disclose an incoming digital signal converted into analog and stored within a 
respective analog type device, such as a tape device or the like. 

Johnston discloses a voice messaging system 21 (VMS) (Fig. 4) with storage 
480 and retrieval of messages and a D/A converter for analog messages as appropriate 
(Fig. 4, col 9 lines 1 1-49.). A speech detector 460 detects speech signals, notifies 
processor 420, which causes memory buffer 450 to send the saved enhanced 
incoming signals to a storage device 480. Storage device 480 may be another 
simple tape recording device, as is common in answering machines, plus a 
digital to analog converter, or may be a fully digital storage memory, as shown 
in FIG. 4. The ability of both analog and digital recording allows for enhanced interfaces 
and integration between different network devices. 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teachings of Johnston within Mordowitz so as have the ability of 
recording both analog and/or digital messages and therefore providing enhanced 
interfaces between different network devices. 
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Regarding claim 41 , Mordowitz discloses the network as the Internet (see Fig. 1 , 
ISP 1 1 connected to internet via line 14, see col 1 line 54 - col 2 line 3.). 

Regarding claim 42, Mordowitz discloses said first voice device 16 is a telephone 
and said first telecommunication medium is a telephone line (see Fig. 1, voice devices 
16, 24 connected with telephone lines to access devices 10, 20 (see col 3 lines 1-18.). 

Regarding claim 43, Mordowitz discloses transmitting a voice signal from a 
second voice device 24 (Fig. 1) at a caller location in a second service area (say 
London) through a second telecommunication medium (line connection between 24- 
20), receiving said voice signal in a second access device 20, converting said voice 
signal into digital signal 34 (Fig. 2) in said second access device 20, and transmitting 
said digital signal via 40 over network 14 to first access device 10, (see Figs. 1 and 2, 
col 3 lines 1-49, A second access device 20 in London receives a voice signal from 
voice device 24 via line connection 24-20. The access device 20 than converts the 
analog signal to digital via the codec 34 and processes it in 30 and transmits the 
converted signal via chip 40 through the internet 14 to first access device 10 located in 
NY.). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raj Jain whose telephone number is 571-272-3145. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for 
regular communications and (571) 273-8300 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 



2600. 




RJ' y 
April 28, 2006 



